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Sir: 



Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the pending rejection. 

As noted previously, Applicants' independent Claim 7 recites a fabric made by a process 
involving contacting a surface of an elastic fabric with a microfinishing film to abrade the fibers on 
at least one surface of the fabric. There is ( 1 ) no disclosure or suggestion in the Nielsen reference of 
elastic fabrics at all and (2) no disclosure or suggestion of the use of a microfinishing film as 
described by Applicants. Therefore, the Nielsen reference fails to disclose or suggest the claimed 
invention. 

Claims 8-21 all describe a sanded elastic fabric having a hairiness value of less than about 
0.1 across its width when measured with a Zweigle T690 Hairiness Tester. As noted above, the 
Nielsen reference never mentions the production of elastic fabrics as defined by the Applicants, and 
fails to disclose or suggest the production of fabrics w ith low hairiness levels. The Examiner has 
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failed to identify any such teaching or suggestion of these features within the cited references; 
therefore, no prima facie case of obviousness has been made, and the rejection should be withdrawn. 

Likewise, the Muramoto reference fails to disclose or suggest an elastic fabric that has been 
sanded, (and in fact teaches away from sanded fabrics) much less an elastic fabric that has been 
sanded by a microfinishing film. Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the pending rejections 
be withdrawn and the case passed to immediate issuance. 
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